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God responds in times of distress.
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My oia — Onthe day of distress; before it is
too late (Malbim).

apy? 9% — The God of Jacob. Of all the
Partriachs, Jacob had the hardest life — the
threats from Esau, exile under Laban and
Pharaoh, the death of Rachel, the kidnap-
ping of Dinah, the loss of Joseph — but
God protected him. Therefore, in time of
distress we call upon Jacob’s God (Kad
HaKemach).

WTpn Ay v — May He dispatch your
help from the Sanctuary, from the Holy of
Holies inside the Temple where the Holy

Ark rests and where God’s spirit dwells.
From there will go forth Divine aid in battle
(Radak). We pray that our aid comes from
the Sanctuary, based in holiness, and not
from unholy sources such as the hands of
gentile kings and armies which may fight on
our side. It is the holiness of the Jewish people
themselves, their sacred deeds and words,
that is their main ally in battle.

0N — Your offerings, Israel’s offerings in
the Temple (Ibn Ezra); or the prayers offered
in time of danger (Rashi).

M1 — May He accept with favor, lit. burn
to ashes (Radak).
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N2 N2 9y — Against You a covenant  another, the nations unite to oppose God and
they strike. Though generally hostile to one  Israel (R” Hirsch).
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The historical enmity of the nations against Israel is an outgrowth of hatred for that
which Israel represents: the complete subordination of all human striving to God’s will.
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< donot < O God, h &« byAsaph. < a psalm { Asong,

ny T Ry — Now [ know. After God grants 83/1p
salvation, I will know that He is the Source of “an onon — Let us cut them off from

help and triumph (Radak). nationhood. Jewish nationhood is predi-
2272 19X — Some with chariots. Some of our  cated upon reliance on God rather than
foes rely on chariots and others on cavalry, reliance upon political, economic, and
but we trust in God (Rashi). military dictates. The nations wish to des-
i1 — They. Our seemingly invincible ene-  troy this nationhood because it contra-
mies fell in defeat, but we, who had been  dicts their basic premise of the supremacy
losing, arose and overwhelmed them when  of human power and independence (R’
we called out in God’s Name (Radak). Hirsch).
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A declaration of faith and a prayer for God’s constant protection.
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¢ HASHEM K is your Guardian; { HASHEM (K  of Israel.  { the Guardian < sleeps,

ITARM God will
not accept their repentance (
). however, renders:
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o OK The besieged
They will ~ Person climbs to the highest vantage point
and scans the distant horizon for signs of

realize that their past has been worthless and .
any approaching rescuers

that their only hope for the future lies in
accepting God’s mastery without reserva-  y7 %30 37w 1
tions. both physical and spiritual.
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